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REVIEWED by GISELA ATTINGER & ÅSLAUG OMMUNDSEN
fragments from medieval manuscripts have survived in large numbers and are
significant sources to medieval manuscript culture. however, fragment collections
often have not been given the attention that they deserve. They are cumbersome to
deal with and a disproportional lot of work has to be put into compiling a catalogue
which might only be used by a few people. Often they never get finished and end up
as preliminary inventories which are only available locally. It is all the more admirable
when the compiler of such an inventory gets around to revising the work and making
it more easily available through having it published, as has been the case with the
present publication.
The collection of fragments (Accessoria 7) belonging to the Arnamagnæan
Institute in Copenhagen consists of ca 500 single fragments, mainly from Latin
liturgical books. The fragments were all used by the book binders of Árni Magnússon
(1663–1730) to strengthen the bindings of his large collection of Old norse
manuscripts. The first fragments were removed from the bindings in the 1890s, a
work that continued into the early 20th century. In the course of the organisation of
the fragments these were assigned to 144 different liturgical books, 3 Old norse
books, 5 diplomas, and 6 leaves from printed books.
In 1978 Merete Geert Andersen was given the task of cataloguing the fragments,
and embarked on the timeconsuming and meticulous task of evaluating fragments
of such diverse date, origin and character. Already in 1979 she argued in favour of the
value of the Latin fragment collection in the article “Colligere fragmenta, ne pereant”.
The catalogue itself was finally printed in 2008, with Jonna Louis Jensen as
supervising editor.
In the introduction Geert Andersen gives an informative historical background
to the collection and the catalogue and discusses some of the problems connected
with determining the place of origin of the manuscripts. She lists several aspects that
have to be taken into consideration: contents, writing, music (notation), illumination,
secondary provenance, and binding technique. not all of them appear in the catalogue
itself, but essential details about appearance and contents are given as well as
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secondary provenance, type of book, possible place and origin, and tentative dating.
In cases where a manuscript has been mentioned in scholarly literature bibliographic
information is given as well.
Little is known about Icelandic scribes writing in Latin, since an overwhelming
part of the attention has been reserved for the literary activity in Old norse.
According to personal communication from Geert Andersen the determination of
origin (“skrifthjemsted”) is often mainly based on the contents of the fragment: if
they correspond with the liturgy of nidaros the manuscript is assumed to have been
Icelandic. The colour of the ink is also used as an indication of Icelandic origin
(Icelanders seem to have used a shiny, black type of ink).
The accompanying electronic version of both the catalogue and reproductions of
the fragments is of great help to the user. having the catalogue available electronically
makes it easier to carry it along and allows for searching the text for other terms than
the ones listed in the indices. The reproductions function not only as a nice-to-have
supplement but are a very valuable tool on their own for scholars interested in studying
the palaeography of the manuscripts. The images also allow for an independent
evaluation of the information in the catalogue, which is useful in a field where
conclusions to some degree are based on personal opinion. In this catalogue, perhaps
an even higher number of the fragments could have been assigned to an Icelandic origin
than is the case, but this will be a matter for later discussions.1 Most of the reproductions
are given in black-and-white, only a few pages are colour illustrations. Unfortunately
the former are of such a miserable quality that it is often difficult to get more than a
rough impression of the original from them. Some of this has to do with the poor
condition of the fragments, but it is regrettable that digitizing an old microfilm has
been given priority to making new photographs of the whole collection, taking into
consideration the limited number of items and the usefulness which would have been
added to the catalogue.
Regarding the language one could have wished that it had been translated from
Danish into English to make it available to a wider public. however, even though
readers without knowledge of a Scandinavian language will have difficulties
understanding the introduction, they will probably get used to the standardized terms
used for describing the fragments, and be able to extract necessary information
anyway.
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1 An attempt to give a systematical overview of more indicators of an Icelandic origin is
forthcoming: Å. Ommundsen and G. Attinger: ‘Icelandic liturgical books and how to recognise
them.’
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Geert Andersen has with her work been an advocate for the importance of the Latin
fragments over several decades. The Catalogue of Accessoria 7 will no doubt prove
an important publication for studies in the Scandinavian manuscript material, and
one can only hope that more of the fragment collections will become available in such
a clear and easy-to-use form.
Gisela Attinger works as a senior academic librarian at the University of Oslo library.
Åslaug Ommundsen is a project manager and researcher at the University of Bergen.
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